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Newfield School English Policy – Primary Department
At Newfield School we believe that Literacy is a fundamental life skill. The new National Curriculum states ‘English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised.’ 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf
Aims 
The overarching aim for English in the National Curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

· read easily, fluently and with good understanding
· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

· appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

· use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas 

· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, 

Equal Opportunities
All pupils have equal access to all aspects of broad, rich and consistent experiences of Literacy.  Strategies will be employed to ensure that the needs of all pupils will be met.  Books and texts will be read without bias or stereotyping with regard to gender, race and religion.  Literature from different cultures and traditions will be studied.

Teaching and Learning
At Newfield School we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our English lessons in order to meet the needs of all our pupils. Our principal aim is to develop pupils’ knowledge, skills, and understanding.  In all classes pupils have a wide range of abilities, and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all pupils by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. 
Staff have high expectations that all pupils can achieve their full potential, Teaching Assistants and Learning Mentors work in and out of class, supporting all ability groups, specific individuals or groups of pupils. 
Speaking and listening activities are embedded throughout the Curriculum. Pupils have the opportunity to experience a wide range of texts, and to support their work with a variety of resources, such as dictionaries, thesauruses and individual word banks. Staff provide balanced and varied learning opportunities within the classroom, i.e. VAK, content and organisation. Pupils use ICT in lessons where it enhances their learning, as in drafting their work and in completing individual programs which are matched to a child’s ability.  We encourage pupils to use and apply their learning in other areas of the Curriculum.

English and Literacy skills are taught across both key stages:

· Key Stage 1 – ages 5-7 (Years 1 and 2)

· Key Stage 2 – ages 7-11 (Years 3-6)

Opportunities are provided for pupils to communicate thoughts, ideas and feelings. Purposeful learning through play and role-play opportunities are used to develop language and imagination. Pupils are given opportunities to share and enjoy a wide range of rhymes, songs, poetry and books. An environment is provided which reflects the importance of language through signs, notices and books. Pupils are provided with opportunities to see adults writing and they can experiment with writing themselves.
Curriculum Planning
Our English lessons develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing, grammar and vocabulary. Teachers adapt the Literacy Curriculum planning sequences as appropriate to their classes and differentiate to the particular needs of each child. The Literary Curriculum is a complete, thematic approach to the teaching of primary English that places children’s literature at its core. Each class has a yearly overview of the writing genres, both narrative and non-fiction, that they will teach and then they pick at least one book per term to read. Teachers plan to teach the required skills through the genres of writing that they are reading, linking it to the genre to make it more connected with the intended writing outcome. By placing books at the core, we use the text as a stimulus to cover writing composition, grammar, punctuation and vocabulary, as well as coverage of spelling, phonics and reading comprehension. Teachers also ensure that cross curricular links with current topic work are woven into the programme of study. 

Reading
Reading at Newfield School is placed at the centre of learning.  Opportunities to develop a child’s reading ability are planned for in all areas of the curriculum. Reading is a key life skill and we strive to embed a culture of reading into the core of what we do. We provide opportunities for children to read both independently and aloud as well as allowing them the chance to discuss and recommend books they have read to their peers. We aim to use high quality books that offer opportunities for empathy and can aid philosophical enquiry, as a means of developing the spoken language requirements through debate, drama and discussion using the issues raised through, and within, the text. Students read daily to an adult. During this time the students are asked comprehension questions, similar to that of group guided reading sessions.  
Each class in KS2 now has a dedicated guided reading lesson every week. This now gives these pupils devoted time to build fluency, expand vocabulary knowledge and develop reading comprehension skills. Guided reading helps pupils to develop strategies to improve their reading and helps them to become independent readers. Every pupil in Newfield starts their day reading in class but this year pupils in lower school have to read to an adult at least three times a week in the morning. The class teacher/teaching assistant can now spend some focused time with individual pupils allowing them to see how a pupils reading is progressing and what areas need developing.

Opportunities for Writing

We recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where children take pride in their writing and can write clearly and accurately and adapt their language and style for a range of contexts. Our English Curriculum encourages pupils to use and apply the writing and spoken language skills they have acquired. Class teachers create a safe and secure environment where a pupil’s writing is appreciated, teachers provide students with exciting topics as stimuli for writing.  Pupils complete independent writing assessments which are reviewed by staff.  
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

At Newfield School we recognise that a number of our students may have a specific learning difficulty which can result in them finding spelling a challenge.  We aim to make the teaching of spelling a less daunting experience for our students.  
Currently students are provided with weekly spellings from the National Curriculum. (This can be either phonics based or follow a spelling rule depending upon their stage of learning.) Students complete daily practise to support their learning of their weekly spellings.  This may include handwriting, look, say, cover, write check activities, spelling games or ICT activities. This is supported by a weekly spelling lesson.   
Handwriting

Pupils complete regular handwriting lessons.  This may take the form of a weekly 30-minute lesson, or may be daily 5-10 minute lessons.  Teachers use knowledge of their students when deciding upon the optimum way to teach this area of English.  To support the teaching of handwriting, teachers use websites such as ‘twinkl. Whilst students are encouraged to write in a cursive style, we recognise that for some students this can be a daunting experience, therefore if they prefer to initially print their work, we support this, whilst aiding their progression to writing in a cursive or joined up style.  To further support the development of handwriting, these lessons may take the form of opportunities for students to develop their fine motor skills.
Home Learning
Class teachers set regular and appropriate homework.  This varies depending upon the age of the pupil and work that the child is currently studying.
Literacy across the Curriculum
The skills that pupils develop in English are linked to and applied in every subject across the curriculum.  The pupils’ skills in reading, writing and spoken English enable them to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work at school.  
The following skills should be taught:-

· Use of contents, index, etc.

· Discerning between fact, opinion and bias.

· Recognising and applying what has been read.

· Analysing and evaluating information texts.

· Use of skimming and scanning techniques to understand and analyse text.

· Synthesising information from different sources for a variety of purposes.
In accordance with the school ‘Marking and Feedback’ policy all teachers are required to support students in their spelling, punctuation and grammar development in all subject areas.  This is further supported by each student having an individual literacy target, which allows specialist teachers to ensure that they consider the student’s literacy progress when providing marking and feedback across the curriculum.
Mathematics
The teaching of English contributes significantly to pupils’ mathematical understanding, in a variety of ways. Pupils in the Foundation Stage develop their understanding of number, pattern, shape and space by talking about these matters with adults and other pupils. Pupils in Key Stage 1 experience stories and rhymes that involve counting and sequencing. They focus on new mathematical vocabulary according to the topic. Pupils in Key Stage 2 are encouraged to read and interpret problems, in order to identify the mathematics involved. They explain and present their work to others during plenary sessions, and they communicate mathematically through the developing use of precise mathematical language.
Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Development and British Values
English contributes to the teaching of PSHE and citizenship by encouraging pupils to take part in class and group discussions on topical issues. Older pupils also research and debate topical problems and events. They discuss lifestyle choices, and meet and talk with visitors who work within the school community. Planned activities within the classroom also encourage pupils to work together and to respect each other’s views.
ICT
The use of information and communication technology, with clear learning objectives, will promote, enhance and support the teaching of English. ICT is used at whole-class, group and independent level. The screen projection of text enables it to be read and shared.  Groups can work at a computer and input text.  Lessons can focus on what pupils have achieved using ICT, or ICT can provide the means of presenting their outcomes (via multimedia presentation or the school website). A range of equipment such as digital cameras, digital camcorders are used to promote spoken English and also prepare pupils for writing experiences. The Interactive Whiteboard is used regularly to model writing and use at an independent level and allows pupils to interact and engage with the writing process.
English and Inclusion
At our school we teach English and skills to all pupils, whatever their ability. It is part of the school Curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all pupils. We provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of pupils with learning difficulties and those learning English as an additional language, as well as providing appropriate, challenging planned work for those pupils who are working at greater depth. Work in English takes into account the targets set for pupils.  
Assessment  
Assessment should be first and foremost for the benefit of the learners, to meet their individual needs, provide them with the feedback on their learning, to help in the negotiation of their future learning and assist the teacher in future planning.

Pupils are assessed in a number of ways in the Primary Department at Newfield School. There would be assessment by means of reading aloud, observation, discussion and pupils’ own records, including reflective commentaries and questionnaires.  Pupils complete regular pieces of independent writing tasks.  
All pupils are given end of year targets in spoken English, Reading, Writing and SPaG.  Each term teachers assess the pupils’ progress in relation to whether they will meet these targets.  These judgements are made with the help of ‘I can’ statements and regular writing assessments.  If it felt that pupils are not making the necessary progress to achieve their target, then intervention strategies are put into place to benefit the pupil.  

Teachers set pupils individual targets at the start of each term which they share in child speak with pupils.  These targets are personalised according to a student’s ‘I can’ stage of development.  Throughout the term, teachers and pupils regularly assess their progress in relation to these written targets.  In writing this is achieved by regular independent writing tasks.  Although these tasks are assessed according to end of year expectations, they are also used as evidence to support pupils progress towards their ‘I can’ target stage.  If it is felt that that target has been achieved then new targets are set.  These targets are small steps to enable pupils to achieve their end of year target.  
We also use Lexplore software to assess reading. We use these assessments twice in an academic year, at the beginning and the end. These assessments will allow us to closely measure and monitor the progress of each child from year to year. Using these assessments, we will be able to investigate the strengths and weaknesses of each pupil and lets us know their exact reading age. We will also use these assessments to set appropriate and meaningful reading interventions for pupils to maximise progress. 

 Resources
There are a wide range of resources to support the teaching of English.  All classrooms have dictionaries and thesauruses.  Access to the internet is also available in the computer suite and in the classroom.  There are a range of books to support pupils’ individual research not only in classrooms but also in the library.  Class teachers have access to websites such as the Literacy tree and Twinkl to support their planning.  
Roles and Responsibilities

Head Teacher and Governing Body

· support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources effectively

· ensure that the school buildings and premises are best used to support successful teaching and learning

· monitor teaching strategies in the light of health and safety regulations

· monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of raising pupil attainment

· ensure that staff development and performance management policies promote good quality teaching

English Co-ordinator and Literacy Across the Curriculum Co-ordinator
· To have an impact on raising standards of attainment for Literacy across the whole school.

· Ensure the effective implementation of the Statutory National Curriculum for English.

· To monitor the whole school and individual needs to be able to assess individual professional development opportunities and needs.

· To maintain the availability of high quality resources.

· To maintain an overview of current trends and developments within the subject.

· To ensure a regular and effective programme of analysis of pupils’ work sample monitoring is in place.

· To ensure a regular and effective programme of analysis of short-term planning is in place.

· To ensure there is regular reviewing and monitoring of layered Curriculum Targets.

· To effectively manage any funding designated to English.

Class Teachers

· Ensure the effective implementation of the Statutory National Curriculum for English.

· Make effective use of Assessment.

· To ensure work is differentiated to enable all pupils to reach their full potential.

Teaching Assistants and Learning Mentors
· To support the class teacher in the effective implementation of English and Literacy Skills.
Parents / Carers

We believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping pupils to learn. We inform parents about what and how their pupils are learning by:

· holding parents’ consultation days to discuss pupils’ progress

· sending an annual report to parents in which we explain the progress made by each child and indicate how the child can develop their learning

· Explaining to parents how they can support their pupils at home.

· We believe that parents have the responsibility to support their pupils and the school in implementing school policies. We would like parents to:
· encourage their child to read daily

· do their best to keep their child healthy and fit to attend school and ensure that their child has the best attendance record possible

· ensure that their child is equipped for school for taking part in activities

· inform us if there are matters outside school that are likely to affect a child’s performance or behaviour at school

· promote a positive attitude towards school and learning in general

· fulfil the requirements set out in the home/school agreement
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